[Do we have to monitor foetal heart rate during general anesthesia?].
We present a case of an emergency Caesarean section due to misinterpretation of the cardiotocography (CTG) trace during general anaesthesia for treatment of dental abscess. Following failure of the dental abscess treatment under local anaesthesia, a 29-year-old female in the 36th week of a twin pregnancy was to undergo general anaesthesia. Foetal well-being was monitored with ultrasonographic evaluations of foetal heart rate. During surgery, senior obstetrician recorded a lack of beat-to-beat variability of the cardiotocography trace. The CTG pattern was interpreted as foetal distress and an emergency Caesarean section was performed under general anaesthesia. That was probably due to general anaesthesia. Then, two infants were extracted without neonatal distress necessitating intubation. This case report underlines the risk to misread an intraoperative CTG monitoring and if the CTG monitoring is normal before anaesthesia, reduced foetal beat-to-beat variability with a normal baseline heart rate during general anaesthesia is probably normal.